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High Water Levels Mark Significant Salmon Run

Annacotty weir on the Mulkear River provided a wonderful backdrop this week for the amazing sight of
large numbers of Atlantic Salmon running the weir. Recent weeks of heavy rain have increased water levels
dramatically in the Mulkear River over the very low water levels for much of September. This increase in
water levels has been a major trigger for the recent salmon runs. Both large and smaller fish have been
witnessed running Annacotty weir to move back upstream from their North Atlantic feeding grounds and
begin spawning throughout the Mulkear catchment.

Salmon run, Annacotty Weir, Mulkear River, 9 Nov 2014 (Image: Dominic Moloney)
This annual phenomenon was photographed with great skill by Dominic Moloney
(www.dominicmoloney.com / e-mail dominickmoloney@gmail.com / 086 3112526) who has kindly
forwarded this image on to MulkearLIFE. Please note that it has come to the attention of MulkearLIFE
(on the 14 Nov 2014) that this image, sent to MulkearLIFE and posted here on the project website and
related Facebook page on the 12 November 2014, is a digitally manipulated image of salmon jumping.
This has been confirmed by the photographer Mr. Dominic Moloney who created the montage.
MulkearLIFE would like to thank Dr. William O Connor of the Old River Shannon Research Group for
highlighting this. MulkearLIFE regrets any misrepresentation created by this image and apologises for
any misunderstanding created by the posting of Mr. Moloney’s montage of salmon jumping at Annacotty
weir. It is not the policy of MulkearLIFE to manipulate images.
What MulkearLIFE can confirm is the fact that very significant numbers of Atlantic salmon have been
observed running Annacotty weir since Sunday. Large numbers of Atlantic salmon began moving back into
the Mulkear system in October with significant movement in the second half of the month. Another
significant run was recorded from early November. The current run is confirmed by fish counter data
recording fish passage immediately upstream of Annacotty weir.

Salmon jumping Annacotty Weir, Mulkear River, Jan 2011 (Image: Eamonn Pearce)
Many of the larger salmon witnessed this week were seen simply powering their way up the face of the weir,
while others managed to achieve passage via the fish pass, the ’Denil’ pass, which is located in the centre of
the weir. This run is expected to continue for the remainder of this month and hopefully
into December 2014, as was the case in previous years. It is expedited that the current high water levels will
continue for several weeks.

Atlantic Salmon jumping Annacotty weir (Image: Lee Hosty from 2011)
MulkearLIFE is delighted with the number of salmon returning to the catchment during this current run
which hopefully will continue for the next number of months.
Notes for Editors
1. High Resolution Digital Images are available to accompany this Press Release.
2. Interviews can be arranged with the Project Manager by using the contact details below.
3. MulkearLIFE is a new €1.75 million European Commission funded LIFE Nature project working on the
restoration of the Lower Shannon Special Area of Conservation (with a focus on the Mulkear River
catchment) for Atlantic Salmon, Sea Lamprey and European Otter. Further details may be viewed on the
project website www.mulkearlife.com
4. Inland Fisheries Ireland (Limerick) is lead partner together with the OPW and Limerick County Council.
Additional funding support comes from National Parks and Wildlife Service. Other supporters include
Teagacs, IFA, ICMSA, and local angling groups.
5. The project is one of the first and most important integrated catchment management projects in Ireland. It is a
flagship EU LIFE Nature project –covering some 650 sq km which contain a variety of habitats and protected
species. Much of the area is designated as a Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) under the EU Habitats
Directive and forms part of the Natura 2000 Network.
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